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February 21, 2001

Lt.Gen. Lawrence F. Skibbie, USA (Ret.)

President, NDIA

2111 Wilson Blvd., Ste 400

Arlington, VA  22201

Dear General Skibbie:

In early January, I sent the Enclosed E-mail letter to Mr. Harold Kennedy, a member of the ND staff.  In the letter (Encl. 1), I criticized his article in the January, 2001, issue, entitled “Army Encounters More Delays in Deploying Combat Vehicle.”  I took Mr. Kennedy to task for accepting DA claims concerning the “Shinseki Transformation Initiative.”

I have directed this letter to you because the NDIA has a historic role of promoting industrial preparedness.  I am old enough (70 last October) to remember that one of the ancestors of the NDIA is the Army Ordnance Association, created in 1919 to promote industrial preparedness.  I have always agreed with your editorials concerning that issue (Encl. 2 is a good example), but to write ‘good editorials’ while the staff is taking at face value absurd DA claims is to entirely vitiate the value of the editorials. 

General Shinseki has lost all credibility following his speech before the Eisenhower Luncheon, Annual AUSA meeting, October 12, 1999.  See URL: 
 HYPERLINK http://www.army.mil/armyvision/senior_99eisenhower_speech.htm 

http://www.army.mil/armyvision/senior_99eisenhower_speech.htm
   

In that speech, the General said that he wanted to give the Army the capability of rapid deployment of ‘medium armored vehicles’ by C-130 aircraft.  Not only that, he said that procurement of wheeled armored vehicles was the best means to do it.

Other Army documents showed that the Army was firm (it said) on buying a vehicle that is ‘off-the-shelf’ and deployable by C-130 aircraft.  The Army’s decision to buy the Canadian LAV-III was to buy a vehicle that accomplishes neither goal.  [Complete citations of source are included in Enclosure 3, my personal letter to Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld.]

We are expected to believe that General Shinseki was unaware of the fact that the Army has had just such a capability for the last four decades:  Its existing fleet of approximately 13,000 M113 APCs which it already owns, which are not only deployable from C-130s, but air-droppable as well.

I know that you are in a difficult position in this manner.  Traditional military courtesies and staying neutral in regard to the competing financial interests of members of the NDIA, are all legitimate concerns.  But what we are faced with here is a flawed, faulty procurement which, if successful in placing a $4+ billion contract for vehicles that we do not need, will severely weaken an already faltering industrial base.  The award to ‘GD’ is largely an award to a Canadian company, GMDD, for work to be done mainly outside the US.  Surely the Army has better things to do with the taxpayer’s money?

It is one thing to buy a foreign product in preference to a domestic one when the foreign product’s performance or price is justifies it, but there is no such rationale in the case of the Shinseki Initiative.  

Those of us who have fought the absurdities of the procurement have been vilified in some of the press as being ‘agents’ of a powerful contractor.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  I am working with a group of ARNG and Army Reservists who have vigorously fought this foolish policy.  We have carried our battle to the Congress and we expect to win.

Whether or not the NDIA chooses to continue to treat the Shinseki Initiative seriously is a matter for the leadership of the NDIA to decide.  For the sake of industrial readiness, I hope that the correct decision is made.

Sincerely, 

Enclosures:

1.  DJL E-mail message to Harold Kennedy, dated 2 Jan 2001.

2.  L. Skibbie Editorial, “Long Term Remedy Needed For Ailing Defense Industry.”

National Defense Magazine, March 2000.

3.  DJL letter to Mr. Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense, dated 31 Jan 2001.  Enclosure 3 contains all Exhibits and Attachments of the letter sent to Mr. Rumsfeld.

Disclosure/ Disclaimer:

I am a retired employee of a division of FMC, and that division is now owned by UD/LP.

I have been assured by the trust organization that manages the pension fund that my retirement income, small as it is, is entirely untouched by the fortunes of UD/LP.
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